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COMING EVENTS 
June 2013 Meeting: 

 

Date/Time/Place: Friday, 7 June 2013. 1730 hours, Hugh MacRae Park, Wilmington, Shelter #6. 

 

Menu: Our delightful BBQ catered by Parchies. Our social starts at 1730. 

 

RSVP: Your RSVP is your received check ($15.00/person). Please mail to: 

 

SENCLAND MOAA, P.O. Box 15207, Wilmington, NC 28408 

 

Program: We’ll meet our Scholarship awardees, their parents and SENIOR JROTC instructors. You’ll be so 

very impressed by our recipients and they’ll want to meet and thank each and every one of you! Then we’ll 

have installation of SENCLAND officers. 

 

Here’s to a great SENCLAND Chapter Hail and Farewell!! 

 

Our next meeting and social event will be in September, the details of which will be published in the 

newsletter that should be in your hands by the latter part of August. The publisher wishes you all a great 

summer. 

 
I was thinking about old age and decided that it is ‘when you still have something on the ball, but you are 

just too tired to bounce it.’ 

 

Message from the President.. 

 

  Some things are just hard to believe! I can’t believe! that I turned 70 a few days ago and I can’t believe that 

this is my last Message from the President. It seems as though we’ve been laughing about being President for 

Life for a long time now. Being a part of SENCLAND has been a major element of my life in the greater 

Wilmington area. I can clearly remember being approached by Bob Jones and Ken Finch. Now that I think 

about it…Bob Jones sure was responsible for me being involved in lots of things! Now I need to THANK 

YOU!!! 

 

  You have maintained a wonderful vibrancy as a chapter! Your steadfast membership has enabled us to 

continue to grow and enjoy one another and do what we can to promote National MOAA and look out for 

service members past, present and future. Speaking of membership…Al Schroetel tells us that 101 member 

still need to pay their dues. OH PLEASE…get to your checkbook and send in your $15.00 dues. And while 

you’re making out that check…feel good about adding your contribution for the Scholarship Fund. We are 

 

 

 



awarding another $7500 in Scholarships this year and when you meet this year’s winners, you are going to 

be absolutely blown away by their dedication to JROTC, their communities, their families and their 

commitment to their future. We can’t do this without each and everyone of you making a difference! 

 

 

  You’ve always contributed great ideas for how we can keep improving our chapter. Even if you can’t make 

it to a meeting we know that you’re there in spirit. We’ve aged together…shared the good, the not so good, 

prayed for wellness and recovery and said farewell in a number of mighty fine service members and their 

family members. We’ve bragged about our young ones and welcomed many new members to our 

community. We’ve tried to look out for our deployed service members and did what we could to support 

their families while they were gone. We’ve supported wounded warriors and recognized their many 

sacrifices. We understand the impact on families of back-to-back deployments. We are very cognizant of 

how it will take not only DOD, but VA and communities at large to help with healing, employment and 

reintegration back home. We worry about sequestration and the impact on our military strength. We’ve been 

non-stop in adding our leadership experience to a wide variety of community efforts to give back and to 

make our communities stronger and better places to live. 

 

  I know that you will continue to give your wonderful support to John Stewart, Jim Brumit, Ken Klassen, 

John Noll, Bob Doleman, Ken Finch, Bob Jones, JoAnn Doleman, Al Schroetel, Paul Semmler, Chuck 

Akstin, Don Hill, John Melia, Paul Woodbury, Jim Jackson and Dave Foster. 

 

  Bless you all! I look forward to seeing you all from time to time! You’re all the very best! HOOAH…. 

 

Col. (Ret) Jeri Graham, Almost Past President 

 

Scholarship Donations.. 

 

Frank Roberts*                      Elizabeth King                             Donald Gray                              Jim Brumit* 

 

*Century Club ($100 or more) 

 

Condolences.. 

 

  Our heartfelt condolences to friends and family of LtCol Frederick Neumeister, who passed away this past 

month…may he rest in peace and glory. 

 

Army ‘Preparing for the Worst..’ 

 

  If sequestration continues, the Army might not be ready by next year to respond to contingencies such as 

the Syrian conflict, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno said recently. 

 

  Although Army readiness is suffering because of billions of dollars in defense cuts this year, Odierno said 

the service still could put boots on the ground in Syria if called upon to do so. 

 

  “But that might not be the case for long if Congressional deadlock over how to reduce the federal deficit 

persists, and sequestration is repeated in 2014,” he said. 

 

  “Readiness is OK right now, but its’ degrading significantly because our training is reducing,” he said. “So 

the next three to four months, we’d probably have the capability to do it. Next year it probably becomes a 

little more risky because our readiness is lower.” 



 
Doctors Rejecting TRICARE on the Rise.. 

 

  According to a new report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO), the number of community 

based doctors taking new TRICARE patients is on the decline. According to the report 67 percent of primary 

doctors, 77 percent of specialty physicians and only 40 percent of mental health doctors will take new 

TRICARE patients. 

 

  The most frequent reason given by doctors for not taking new TRICARE patients is that they are unfamiliar 

with the program, the report says, particularly outside of areas where TRICARE Prime is available. That fact 

logically makes this problem bigger for Reservists, National Guard, Retirees, and Active Duty family 

members who have decided to move home while their spouses are deployed. Lack of awareness of the 

program was particularly high among mental health care providers, the report says. 

 

  The second most cited specific reason given by doctors for rejecting TRICARE users is that they don’t like 

the reimbursement rate given by TRICARE. That reason was particularly high among specialized doctors. 

 

  What the report did not include were recommendations or ideas for fixing the issue, even though the report 

shows it is getting worse over time. For example, 76 percent of doctors surveyed between 2005 and 2007 

said they were accepting new TRICARE patients, compared to 70 percent in the 2008-2011 data used for this 

report. 

 
Pentagon Plans East Coast Missile Defense Sites.. 

 

  The U.S. Missile Defense Agency (MDA) is evaluating potential missile-defense sites on the East Coast to 

fortify existing interceptor locations presently in Alaska and California. 

 

  “The effort has begun by defining criteria and evaluating sites,” Navy Vice Adm. James Syring, the 

agency’s director, said during a May 9 hearing of the Senate Armed Service strategic forces subcommittee.  

 

  Senior Pentagon leaders told lawmakers that three or more locations may be identified, in accordance with 

last year’s National Defense Authorization Act, which specified the need to explore a third U.S.-based 

interceptor location. 

 

  “The MDA is currently in the process of developing criteria to identify a candidate list of sites. From that 

list of sites there will be a narrowing down to at least three that will be completed for all those. Should there 

be a decision that we need an East Cost, site, this would allow an acceleration of the time that we would 

need,” said Madelyn Creedon, assistant secretary of defense for global strategic affairs. 

 

  Although MDA and Pentagon leaders told lawmakers that the current missile-defense posture is sufficient 

to meet potential threats, the third U.S.-based site could increase the nation’s ability to detect and protect 

against future or ‘evolving’ threats, which are likely to involve more sophisticated intercontinental ballistic 

missiles, Syring added. 

 

Walmart Will Hire All New Veterans.. 

 

  Walmart has announced a new program in which it pledges to hire any honorably discharged veteran within 

one year of their date of discharge. They project that they will hire and train more than 100,000 veterans over 

the next five years. The new program is scheduled to kickoff at the end of May, and Walmart U.S. CEO and 

U.S. Navy Veteran, Bill Simon estimates the average hiring process should take 30 days. 



 

  Mr. Simon made the following statement regarding Walmart’s ‘Veterans Welcome Home Commitment:’ 

“The private sector is stepping up for our heroes, just as they have stood for us. Every company in America 

has benefited from the service and sacrifice of our men and women in uniform. Sadly, too many of those 

who fought for us abroad now find themselves fighting for jobs at home. 

 

  “It’s up to us to right this – and to put our veterans back to work. And let’s be clear: hiring a veteran can be 

one of the best decisions any of us can make. Veterans bring to the private sector that seriousness and sense 

of purpose that the military instills. These are leaders with discipline, training, and passion for service. Our 

nation has invested in their skills and it shows. 

 

Gen. Petraeus Takes Teaching Post at USC.. 

 

  General David Petraeus’ next assignment will be in the trenches of academia. The University of Southern 

California announced recently that the retired general and former CIA director is joining the faculty to teach 

classes and mentor ROTC members. 

 

  Petraeus, who has a doctorate from Princeton University, says in a statement that USC is “a great university 

that prizes academic excellence.” It’s the second teaching appointment for the hero of the Iraq and 

Afghanistan wars. 

 

Pakistani Court Orders its Government to Shoot Down US Drones.. 

 

  The Pakistani government has the right to shoot down U.S. drones if Washington ignores warnings to halt 

the “illegal” aerial attacks, a Pakistani court ruled recently.  “The government of Pakistan and its security 

forces shall ensure that in the future such drone strikes are not conducted and carried out within the 

sovereign territory of Pakistan,” said a two-judge Pakistani judicial panel. 

 

  The twenty-two page judgment indicated that the drone attacks carried out against a ‘handful of alleged 

militants who are not engaged in combat with the U.S. authorities or forces’ breached international laws so 

they were ‘absolutely illegal and blatant violations’ of national sovereignty. 

 

  The court also declared the drone strikes ‘a war crime’ and directed the Pakistani government to request the 

United Nations form a tribunal to investigate and render a final verdict on whether the air strikes constitute 

war crimes. The judges said the United States committed a ‘serial killing’ of civilians in the North and South 

Waziristan tribal districts that began in 2008. They cited the local administration as saying 1,449 civilians 

had been killed and 335 critically injured through the end of 2012.  

  “The civilian casualties constitute an uncondonable crime on the part of U.S. authorities, including the CIA, 

and it is held so,” said the judgment, which described President Barack Obama, the Pentagon and Central 

Intelligence Agency as the ‘decision-making troika’ behind the drone campaign. 

 

Navy’s Newest Warship Goes On Duty in Anchorage.. 

 

                                                                    America’s newest warship, the USS Anchorage, was                               

                                                                   commissioned during a persistent spring snow recently in the Port                  

                                                                   of the Port of Anchorage. Several thousand people stood or sat in                                                  

                                                                   the slush on the dock facing the $1.3 billion ship, a vessel                               

                                                                   longer than two football fields and capable of carrying up to 800 

Marines                                                      Marines to combat zones or natural disaster sites.  

 

                                                                     Red, white and blue bunting hung from its smooth sides. A line of 

 



nautical flats stretched from bow to stern and across the top of the two giant cone-shaped communications 

towers as they flapped in a light breeze. Otherwise the ship loomed gray, still and silent. 

                                                        

 Hagel Docks His Own Pay to Match 11-Day Furlough.. 

 

  He’s not facing furlough himself but Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel will dock his own pay to show 

solidarity with the Defense Department civilian personnel who will be hit with 11 unpaid days of furlough, 

Pentagon officials said recently. 

 

    The loss of 11 days of pay for Hagel, who makes $199,700 a year, would amount to about $6,343. Of 

course, Hagel should have some hefty savings to fall back on considering he became a multi-millionaire in 

private life in the mobile phone business and in investment banking. 

 

  The money won’t come out of Hagel’s pay directly; instead he will figure the exact amount he would rate 

for the 11 furlough days and then write a check to the government for that amount. 

 

  The Pentagon initially planned to subject more than 700,000 Defense Department to 22 furlough days 

through the end of the current fiscal year on 30 September, but the number of furlough days was recently 

reduced to 11. 

 
Employment applications always ask ‘who is to be notified in case of an emergency.’ I think you should 

write, ”A good doctor.’ 

 

Coastal Carolina Gala.. 

13 July 2013 at the Hilton Wilmington Riverside Hotel. 

 

  In support of the NC Jacksonville USO and in honor of military children from each of the service branches, 

recognition will be made for the changes and sacrifices they endure throughout their military life. A cocktail 

reception will be held at 6:30 p.m. and an Opening Ceremony will begin at 7:30 p.m. with presentation of 

colors and with dinner to follow immediately thereafter. The guest speaker will be the commandant of the 

Coast Guard, Admiral Robert J. Papp, Jr. Please go to www.uso-nc.org and visit the Jacksonville Center link 

for more information and ticket information. This is a great opportunity to support a most worthwhile event! 

 
Oil Paintings in a Sequestration Era?? 

   

  It’s not like $41,200 will break the Pentagon but when U.S. military leaders are spending that much for an 

oil paining at the same time the Pentagon is pausing tuition assistance programs, closing the commissaries 

for a day and canceling little league games on military bases, it’s going to go poorly with some. 

 

  The walls of the Pentagon are lined with oil paintings of past military leaders. Air Force Secretary Michael 

Donely, who has served as Secretary of the Air Force since 2008, is set to step down. It’s standard for the Air 

Force secretary to sit for an oil painting to join the others on the Air Force’s wing of the Pentagon. It just so 

happens that Donley is sitting for his painting while all other Defense Department civilians are getting ready 

to take a 11-day furlough. 

 

  Donley is certainly not the only federal leader to have his portrait done. Washington Times wrote a story on 

the subject back in November, which has recently gained momentum within military social media circles 

since the sequestration deadline hit. Troops have posted it on Twitter and Facebook using the cost of the oil 

paintings as an example of Pentagon bloat at a time when other programs are being cut. 

 

http://www.uso-nc.org/


Permanent Chapter Nametags.. 

 

  If you would like a permanent chapter nametag, contact Bob Jones (rjjones@ec.rr.com) or phone him at 

910-508-3331. Nametags cost $15, payable upon receipt. Let Bob Know how you want your tag to read. 

 
How Many Do You Remember? 

 

  Home milk delivery in glass bottles with cardboard stoppers? 

  Newsreels before the movie? 

  Howdy Doody? 

  45 rpm records? 

  Packards? 

  Roller skate keys? 

  Studebakers? 
 

Did You Know?? 

 

  How many steps the guard takes during his walk across the Tomb of the Unknowns, and why? Twenty-one. 

It alludes to the twenty-one gun salute which is the highest honor given any military or foreign dignitary. 

 

  For the same reason, he pauses for 21 seconds after making an ‘about face’ before making his return walk. 

 

  Did you also know that he always changes the shoulder on which he carries his rifle so that it is always 

away from the tomb? The guards are rotated every thirty minutes, twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year. 

  

  All guards of the Tomb of the Unknowns must be between 5’10” and 6’2” and have a waist size no greater 

than 30 inches. 

 

  In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching Washington, our U.S. Senate and House of Representatives 

took two days off in anticipation of the storm. On the ABC Evening News, it was reported that, because of 

the dangers from the hurricane, the military members assigned the duty of guarding the Tomb of the 

Unknowns were given permission to suspend the assignment. They respectfully declined the offer with a 

unanimous “No way, Sir.” Soaked to the skin, marching in the pelting rain of a tropical storm, they said that 

guarding the Tomb was not just an assignment; it was the highest honor that can be afforded to a service 

person. 

 

  The Tomb has been patrolled continuously around the clock since 1930! 
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